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Jan van Riebeeck in his own

o Contents — May 1652

Who wounded the first Hottentot that the surgeon attended to? Did Van Riebeeck land with
5 ships in total and what did he find in the forest behind Table Mountain?

Find the answers in here in Edition 4 of "Jan van Riebeeck in his own words” — written 370
years ago. Welcome to all our new subscribers. Remember to forward a copy to your
friends. If you prefer the Old Dutch and Afrikaans version, request your copy here.

This newsletter is extracted from:

“JOURNAL KEPT BY THE SENIOR MERCHANT JAN ANTHONISSEN VAN RIEBEECK!* WHO SAILED AS COMMANDER WITH
THE SHIPS DROMMEDARIS, REJGER AND GOEDE HOOPE? FROM TEXEL FOR CABO DE BOA ESPERANCE IN THE
SERVICE OF THE GENERAL UNITED DUTCH CHARTERED EAST INDIA COMPANY UNDER THE CHAMBER OF

AMSTERDAM?3”

Who was Jan van Riebeeck and what is the source? See the detailed introduction here
How did the Atlantic wind’s detour the trip between Amsterdam and Cape Town?
See a detailed article by P. Serton, here

1-31 May 1652

MAY 1652

Primo May-day. Fine, lovely weather with soft N.W. breeze. Have been busy
constructing the curtain, leaving the points for the time being until the curtain
shall have been encircled by a breastwork 6 feet in width and in height. The gardener
and his assistant are meanwhile sowing some greens and vegetable seeds as an
experiment and gradually digging up some suitable land near the canals round the
fortification. For this he will be given more assistance as soon as hands can be
spared somewhat more easily from the necessary work.

2nd Drizzly and misty weather until noon when the sun began to shine clearly
and brightly; gentle S.W. breeze dying down towards evening, with a little more
than the usual surf on the beach.

3rd In the morning rainy weather with N.W. wind. Began to erect the woodwork

of the dwelling-house and storehouse section. Towards evening the wind veered

to S.E. with some hard squalls.

4th Fine, bright sunshine with clouds drifting from the W.

Sunday sth Drizzly weather and westerly winds. To-day, with our consent, the
two bookkeepers of the Drommedaris and the Reijger with the assistants Van den Helm
and Verburgh ! went off with their firelocks and returned on the

6th in the morning at about 8 o’clock. They had crossed the kloof between the
Table Mountain and the Lion Mountain and walked right round the back of the
Table Mountain about 6 miles inland. They found there a fine, large forest of very
tall and straight-growing trees, as well as numerous harts, steenbok and other game.
They also saw 3 civet-cats which apparently abound here, as some of the Strand-
lopers wear little balls of civet round their necks. Perhaps when the people from
Saldanhia visit us with their cattle in the fertile season we shall see some more

1. Pieter van den Helm was secretary of the Council of Policy from the outset until December
1652. He was succeeded in this capacity by Frederik Verburgh (January 1653 to April 1654).
See their signatures to the Resolutions, C. 1: Res., C, of P., 1651—1663. C.A.

Summary:
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the Haerlem
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men
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among them. It is definite, at any rate, that there are civet-cats here, but how
abundant they are, time will have to show. If one had people with knowledge of
taking the civet from the cats, one could even keep civet-cats for the Hon. Company.
By means of signs the natives showed us how they can be caught with snares, and
this being so the cats can be bartered from them reasonably enough.

7th Fine weather. Towards evening there arrived here in the roadstead the ships
Walyis and Oliphant, which had sailed from Texel on 3 January and called at
St. Vincent ! because of sickness among the men, of whom the Walvis lost 45 and
the Oliphant 8s. Both sailed with their main topmast down and are still full of sick;
in addition the Walvis is leaking badly. The ship Provincie, which had sailed from
Zealand, had accompanied them. At the Canary Islands, however, she parted from
them and headed, they believed, for Tenerife in order to hand over to other ships
there some women who, on account of the hurried departure, had been left on board
the Provincie. As much sickness had also broken out in this ship it was decided to
call at Sereliones®, It is feared that they will have a difficult voyage, but we hope
that Almighty God will avert it.

8th Lovely sunshine with a westetly breeze. The officers of the aforementioned
ships came ashore to take an airing and to look at our work, at the same time to
take water and greens for refreshing their men. Have so far noticed no natives with
cattle from the interior. The Strandlopers here are provided with nothing but lean,
hungry bellies; to fill these they beg bread and other food every day. We often give
them this to make them all the more accustomed to us and in due time to extract
as much profit as practicable for the Hon. Company.

oth Weather and wind the same as yesterday. The men from the Oliphant have
pitched a tent on shore and landed a number of their sick to refresh them with some
greens. One of them died the day before yesterday and another to-day.

10th Weather and wind ut supra. Nothing particular happened.

11¢h S.E. wind, faitly strong. The Senior Merchant Riebeeck went aboard the
Drommedaris, where he had summoned the Broad Council 8. Whereas the work on

1. St. Vincent in the Cape Verde Islands. During his voyage to the Cape Van Riebeeck
contemplated touching at the Cape Verde Islands for refreshment, but finally found it unneces-
sary. Cf. Journal, 20 January 1652.

2. Sierra Leone on the west coast of Africa.

3. The Broad Council, of which mention is made here, consisted of the members of Van
Riebeeck’s Council of Policy in addition to the highest officials—Reijnier Eijbertssen, Claes
Janssen Both, Daniel de Bucquoy and Abraham Willebrant—of the visiting ships Walvis and
Oliphant. See minutes of the meeting, C. 1: Res., C. of P., 1651—1663, pp. 11—13. C.A. At the
Cape, and also in other possessions of the Company, the Broad Council—which was, in actual
fact, an enlarged Council of Policy~—was a well-known institution. In the event of a visiting
official being of higher rank than the local commander, such a visitor not only had a seat in the
Council but actually took the chair. Cf. BSeseken, Nederlandsche Commissarissen 2an de Kaap,

p. 120; Theal, Hist. of S.A. before 1795, II, pp. 14—15; and Klerk de Reus, Geschichtlicher
Ueberblick etc., pp. 124—125. Also the Journal, p. 26, note 1.
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the fortifications was progressing rather poorly with the small number of men from
the Drommedaris and the Reijger, and the ships Walvis and Oliphant had many sick
on board in addition to those brought ashore to convalesce, the Council resolved
that 50 of them—30 from the Walvis and 20 from the Oliphant—would be retained
here, together with victuals for three months, duly receipted, as can further be seen
from to-day’s resolution. This would relieve the ships somewhat. The men could
assist with the work after they have regained their health, and at the first opportunity
would be sent on to Batavia.

To-day a Hottentot, very badly wounded, was brought to our surgeon. As far
as we could gather from the natives they had had an encounter with the people from
Saldanhia and two had been killed.

Sunday 12th In the still uncovered part of the house inside the square of the
unfinished fort, everybody standing, the Reverend Backerius, a minister who came
with the Walvis, held the first sermon, and the Lord’s Supper was celebrated . May
the merciful blessing of the Almighty rest on the work still to be done. Amen.

It was a beautiful day, with a N.W. breeze.

13th Somewhat drizzly and hazy with westetly wind.

14th Wind as before with bright, clear sunshine. To-day the flute Reijger began
discharging the provisions she had on board for the Cape. These are being stowed
in that part of the house which has been erected and provisonally roofed with planks.

This day there were many whales in the bay, lying in the sun and disporting
themselves. They appear to be so tame that it would be easy to catch them, if only
our essential work had been completed.

15th Drizzly weather. Last night the boy Jochum Andriessen of the Oliphant, one
of those sent ashore, died.

This afternoon gave the fort the name of Goede Hoope, in accordance with the
instruction of our Lords and Masters 3, and named the bastions or points after the
ships lying at anchor here, namely:

The south point, Drommedaris

1. The honour of being the first minister to officiate at a Protestant public worship and holy
communion. on South African soil therefore fell on this day to the Rev. Johannes Bakker (Backe-
rus or Backerius). He had been clergyman in Brazil, and in September 1651 had approached the
D.EIC. with a request to be sent as minister to the East Indies. Actually, when he preached the
first sermon and officiated at the first communion at the Cape, he was on his way to the East.
In August 1652 he arrived at Batavia, and during the following year became minister on Formosa,
whence, after serving for three-and-a-half years, he was forced to return to Batavia owing to
ill-health. See Van Troostenburg de Bruijn, Biographisch Woordenboek van Qost-Indische
Predikanten, p. 18.

2. The original has beijlden.

3. In their instructions—uvoor. de opperhoofden gaende . . . . na cabo de bona esperance—the Council
-of XVII ordered Van Riebeeck and his companions to construct a fort at the Cape and to
give it the name of the Goede Hoope (Good Hope). C. 409: Lett. Rec., 1649—1660, p. 26. C.A.

#
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the east point, Walvis

the west point, Oliphant, and

the north point, Reijger.
the little yacht itself already bears the name of the whole fort—Goede Hoope. After
this the ships Walyis and Oliphant took their leave. Our communications to the
Hon. Governor-General and Councillors of India were sealed and entrusted to them 1.

During the night it started blowing fairly hard from the S.E., and on the

16th in the morning blew still harder. The Walvis, however, got under sail, and
the Oliphant took on board another boat-load of water. On shore we had the guns
brought on to the 2 points Drommedaris and Reijger, which are 4 feet high. As the
wind had abated in the evening we also gave the flute Reijger her despatches? so
that she may depart at the same time as the Oliphant. May the Almighty grant them
a safe voyage. Amen, ,

17th In the morning clear, lovely weather, with gentle S.E. breeze. The ship
Oliphant and the flute Reijger? set sail in order to continue their voyage to Batavia.
May the Almighty guide them safely thither. .

To-day had all the bread barrels from below brought upstairs in the dwelling
house to make room for the heavy goods still in the Drommedaris. The floor,
however, because of the lightness of our woodwork, is so weak that it can hardly
bear the bread barrels. Nevertheless we have risked it to make room for the cargo
of the Drommedaris. This can then be discharged to-morrow, so that she too may be
the sooner ready to leave for Batavia. We have therefore given instructions this
evening that the skipper should send ashore his wine and other heavy casks early
to-morrow. This was done on the

18¢h the weather and wind in the morning being the same as yesterday.

Sunday 19th Hazy and misty weather, with W. wind.

20th Weather and wind as yesterday. Paid a visit to the wreck of the ship Haerlem *
which we saw still buried in the sand. It is impossible to recover the cannon as the

1. See “list of papers” despatched by Van Riebeeck to the Governor-General and Councillors
of India per the ships Oliphant and Walvis, 15 May 1652. In this list twenty documents are enume-
rated, infer alia, a copy of the Journal covering the period since Van Riebeeck’s departure from
Holland. C. 493 : Lett. Desp., 1652—1661, pp. 18—19. C.A. Also included is a lengthy letter
from Van Riebeeck of the same date (15 May 1652), in which he gives to the government of
India a detailed report on his activities at the Cape. Ibid., pp. 6—18.

2. Cf. list of papers, etc., Ibid., p. 21.

3. By dispatching the Reijger as speedily as possible to Batavia, Van Riebeeck carried out
his instructions, which stipulated inter alia ; so sult ghij echter de fluijt de Reijger voor de Dromme-
daris (soo haest doenl : sij) na Battavia sijn reijse laten vorderen, omme aldaer ten dienste van de Com-
paignie gebruijckt te mogen werden, behoudende aldaer de Drommedaris soo veel langer als ghij oordelen
sult voor u dienstigh te wesen. C. 409: Lett. Rec., 1649—1660, p. 31. C.A.

4. The Haerlem grounded in Table Bay in March 1647, so that by now the wreck had been
lying in the sand for more than five years. See Journal, p. 25, note 3.
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wreck is too deeply buried. Several fine beams and two masts are lying there, washed
ashore, and would be of great use to us if we had them here at the fort. It would be
too difficult, however, to bring them here as they are rather heavy and it is quite a
distance. Carts would have to be made for the purpose. We intend making these,
but principally for fetching salt, which we found in fair abundance in that vicinity
to-day so that there will be no need to order salt from Batavia or Holland.

To-day 2 persons, Swen Erasmus and Jacob Martenssen of the Oliphant, died
from sickness.

21st and 22nd Dirty, rainy and windy weather from the W. In the meantime
Drommedaris busy discharging.

23rd In the morning dirty, violent, stormy weather, with intermittent hard
- showers of hail! from the S.W. so that we were fully occupied in keeping our
things dry in the improvised dwelling, having also to spread a sail over the top as
the covering of planks was not sufficient to keep the bread dry. The day passed
without any progress being made with our work 2.

24th Still drizzly, rainy and cold, but somewhat calmer. Towards evening had
the powder brought ashore.

25th Fine, bright sunshine and lovely calm weather. Our letters and accompanying
papers to the Hon. Governor-General and Councillors of India are ready. As the
ship Drommedaris has discharged all her cargo for the Cape and is now ready to sail,
we have to-day given skipper Davit Coninck his dispatch and handed over to him
our aforesaid letters®, so that in the Name of the Lord he may set sail with the first
favourable wind and continue his voyage to Batavia4. For this may the Almighty
grant His holy guidance and blessing. Amen.

Quite a number of the men here on shore are going down with the bloody flux &
as well as other diseases and fevers, evidently from the cold and discomfort they
suffer here in the scanty dwellings with which we are making shift for the time
being. We hope soon to bring these to a better state of completion; thus far we have
been busy getting our provisions and other dry goods under cover, for bacon and

1. Hail is uncommon in the Western Province to-day, but it is mentioned on various occa-
sions in the Journal. See also entries of 15 May 1652 and 19 June 1652. It was apparently not heavy
hail, as the references are very short and make no mention of great damage—except perhaps that
of 19 June, when the hail was accompanied by heavy gales.

2. It is clear that the dry season, which persisted for a long time in 1652, was now past and
that the winter rains were beginning in all earnest.

3. See letter to the Governor-General and Councillors of India, dated 25 May 1652, and
Register van de Pampieren, etc. C. 493 : Lett. Desp., 1652—1661, pp. 22—26. C.A.

4. By letting the Drommedaris depart as soon as possible—as in the case of the Reijger—Van
Riebeeck executed the orders contained in the instructions issued to him by the Seventeen. See
P. 40, note 3.

5. The original has roode melisoen, i.e. the bloody flux or blood diarrhoea. See e.g. Holtrop’s
‘Woordenboek.




MAY 1652

meat were still lying in the open under loose planks and were only partly sheltered
from the sun.

To-day a seaman named Tjerck Claessen of the Drommedaris died after suffering
from the bloody flux for some days.

At noon the ship Hoff van Zeelandt with skipper Jan Overstraten came to anchor
here. She sailed from Zealand on the last day of January and called nowhere on the
way. She had 37 deaths, among them the junior merchant Sagharias Nancius; 2
others jumped overboard in desperation, but the rest of the men are mostly well
and healthy. | ’

Towards nightfall it started blowing very hard, with heavy showers of rain and
hail from the W., continuing on

Sunday 26th so that the Drommedaris (lying into the wind) was unable to set sail
from the roadstead. |
- 27th Calm weather and westerly wind, still preventing the Drommedaris from
setting sail.

28th In the morning clear, bright weather with slight, variable breezes. Towed
the Drommedaris out to sea with our 2 sloops and her own boat inthe hope of getting
on a better tack %, '

Last night our chief carpenter, Hendrick Janssen of Utrecht, died from the bloody
flux; the chief surgeon has also gone down with this disease. It seems as if Almighty
God is severely visiting us with this plague, as during the past 6 or 7 days at least
7 or 8 have been struck down.

Likewise a soldier from the ship Hoff van Zeelandt died last night and was buried
to-day.

20th Weather and wind as before. The crew of the Hoff van Zeelandt still busy
taking in water. Our assistant surgeon and gunner has also fallen very sick.

Towards evening it started blowing strongly from the N.W., and as the chief
officers of the aforementioned ship intimated that they were ready to set sail with
the first favourable wind, we gave them their dispatch and our letter and annexed
papers to the Hon. Governor-General and Councillors of India 2.

Caught another young hippopotamus to~-day. The meat tastes like that of a calf,
so we allowed the men to eat it.

30th Strong N.W. wind, with haziness, preventing the Hoff van Zeelandt from
setting sail to-day.

Ultimo Idem.

I. Lack of wind in the bay often made it necessary for Indiamen and other large sailing ships
to be towed to and from the anchorage. See also 1 May 1653. ,

2. See letter to the Governor-General and Councillors of India, 30 May 1652, and list of
papers sent to Batavia in the Hoff van Zeelandt. In this list mention is made of a further portion of
the Journal. C. 493: Lett. Desp., 1652—1661, pp. 27—28. C.A.




Next Edition...

June 1652
Highlights to look forward to:
e Death of gunner e Asparagus found
e First European child born at the Cape e Dutch greens successful
e Sickness e Abundance of fish caught
e Life becomes “sad and miserable” e Whales in the bay

e Stormy weather

Final Words...

You received this newsletter because you are in the personal, business or school network of Rian Maartens, have
been identified as someone potentially interested in the original European settlement in Cape Town, South Africa
or have been referred by a friend. Rest assured your data will never be shared!

Source: Journal of Jan van Riebeeck, Volume 1 (1651-1655)

Edited and with an introduction and footnotes by H.B. Thom (Professor of History University of Stellenbosch)
For Historical Publications Southern Africa (Formerly known as The Van Riebeeck Society) www.hipsa.org.za
Published by A.A Balkema, Cape Town, Amsterdam, 1952; Reproduced by SAGT-Media 2009; Copyright The Van
Riebeeck Society, Cape Town, 1958 (Permission pending to send electronic version in better quality.)

Portrait Source: Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam

Kliek hier om eerder die Afrikaans/Destydse Hollandse weergawe van die nuusbrief te ontvang.

If you can’t wait for the monthly editions and rather want to read the full 3 volumes immediately, then you can
purchase them at these links:

e  Wwww.amazon.com

e www.loot.co.za

e www.exclusivebooks.co.za
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