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Jan van Riebeeck in his own
words

Contents — February and March 1652

Who died on board, why did they take canons below deck and how close to South
America did they get on their way to Cape Town? This and more will be clear from this
month’s Edition 2 "Jan van Riebeeck in his own words” — written 370 years ago on his
way to Cape Town. Welcome to all our new subscribers and thanks for sharing it with
others. Enjoy, feel free to forward and refer your friends. If you prefer the Dutch and
Afrikaans version, request your copy here.

All the best,

Rian Maartens (Executive Editor)

This newsletter is extracted from:

“JOURNAL KEPT BY THE SENIOR MERCHANT JAN ANTHONISSEN VAN RIEBEECK®* WHO SAILED AS COMMANDER
WITH THE SHIPS DROMMEDARIS, REIJGER AND GOEDE HOOPE2 FROM TEXEL FOR ABO DE BOA ESPERANCE IN THE
SERVICE OF THE GENERAL UNITED DUTCH CHARTERED EAST INDIA COMPANY UNDER THE CHAMBER OF
AMSTERDAM3"

Who was Jan van Riebeeck and what is the source? See the detailed introduction here
How did the Atlantic winds detour the trip between Amsterdam and Cape Town?
See a detailed article by P. Serton, here

1 - 28 February 1652

On board the ship Drommedaris

Summary:

e Slow progress

e Cannon taken
below deck

e Fear of Prince
Rupert



mailto:marissa@ipicgroup.com?subject=Please%20send%20Afrikaans/Dutch%20version
https://www.ipicgroup.com/_files/ugd/83ae2f_a8325ee0ad464031bb5ec804183d2957.pdf




On board the ship Drommedaris

Summary:

e Reasonable
progress

e Death of Chief
Surgeon'’s child

e Water ration
reduced

e Skipper Turver
visits the
Drommedaris

e Determination of
course













VAN RIEBEECK’S ROUTE TO THE CAPE
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THE LANDFALL (Inset)
The circles indicate theoretical visibility

of Table Mountain, from water level, and
/ from sixty feet up (in the mast).

VAN RIEBEECK’S VOYAGE FROM TEXEL TO TABLE BAY

The Position has been indicated for each date, as far as given in the Journal. The Trade Winds
and Doldrums are shown as found on an average during January. Van Riebeeck, however, was
troubled with calms till well south of the Equator. Note that the South-east Trades become
nearly south winds on the coast of Africa and nearly east on the coast of Brazil.
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Next Edition...

April 1652
Highlights to look forward to:

e Table Mountain sighted e Truce between Saldanhars and Strandlopers
e Investigation by sloop e Cow and calf obtained by barter
e Arrival in Table Bay e Stow-aways on the Salmander
e Letters from Admiral Van Teijlingen e The men eat a hippopotamus
e Two savages taken on board e Inspection of the country
e Site for the fort selected e Whales in Table Bay
e Measurements thereof e Work on the fort proceeds

Final Words...

You received this newsletter because you are in the personal, business or school network of Rian Maartens, have
been identified as someone potentially interested in the original European settlement in Cape Town, South Africa
or have been referred by a friend. Rest assured your data will never be shared!

Source: Journal of Jan van Riebeeck, Volume 1 (1651-1655)

Edited and with an introduction and footnotes by H.B. Thom (Professor of History University of Stellenbosch)
For Historical Publications Southern Africa (Formerly known as The Van Riebeeck Society) www.hipsa.org.za
Published by A.A Balkema, Cape Town, Amsterdam, 1952; Reproduced by SAGT-Media 2009; Copyright The Van
Riebeeck Society, Cape Town, 1958 (Permission pending to send electronic version in better quality.)

Portrait Source: Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam

Kliek hier om eerder die Hollandse en Afrikaanse weergawe van die nuusbrief te ontvang.

If you can't wait for the monthly editions and rather want to read the full 3 volumes immediately, then you can
purchase them at these links:

e Www.amazon.com
e www.loot.co.za
e www.exclusivebooks.co.za

Editor: Marissa Knibbs
Tel: 021 975 2617
E-mail: marissa@ipicgroup.com

DISCLAIMER:

Ipic Education makes no representation and gives no warranty as to the accuracy of the information in this document and accepts no liability for any
errors, misprints, or omission herein (whether negligent or otherwise). Ipic Education shall not be liable for any loss or damage whatsoever arising as a
result of any person acting or refraining from acting in reliance on any information contained herein. Whilst every effort was made to ensure that the
hyperlinks provided herein are live at the time of distribution, we cannot guarantee they will work because of human error on our side and changes by
the hosting site where the links are made to.
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