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Finally, the men could move into the fort – only in the northern point, the Reiger, as this has 
been raised and is in a complete state of defence. Lots of whales seen in the bay. No fresh 
meat, but lots of fish caught to supplement the diet of only vegetables.  Read all of this and 
more in this Edition 7 of "Jan van Riebeeck: Monthly Journal” – written 370 years ago. 
Welcome to all our new subscribers.  Remember to forward a copy to your friends. If you 
prefer the Old Dutch version with Afrikaans notes, request your copy here. 
All the best,  
Rian Maartens (Executive Editor) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contents – August 1652 

 

This newsletter is extracted from: 

“Journal kept by the senior merchant Jan Anthonissen van Riebeeck¹, who sailed as commander with the ships 

Drommedaris, Reijger and Goede Hoope² from Texel for Cabo De Boa Esperance, in the service of the General United 

Dutch Chartered East India Company under the Chamber of Amsterdam³” 

Who was Jan van Riebeeck and what is the source? See the detailed introduction here 

Summary: 

• New garden laid 
out 

• Observation 
regarding winds 

• Occupation of 
fort 

• Failure to catch 
game 

• Meeting of the 
council 

• Abundance of 
fish caught 
 

1 – 31 August 1652 

 

mailto:marissa@ipicgroup.com?subject=Please%20send%20Afrikaans/Dutch%20version
https://www.ipicgroup.com/_files/ugd/83ae2f_a8325ee0ad464031bb5ec804183d2957.pdf
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August 1652 

Highlights to look forward to:  

• First green peas gathered • Discovery of arable land and good pastures  

• Joost van der Laeck insults the Commander 

• Van Riebeeck visits Robben Island 

• Dates carved on trees 

• Desertion of four men 

• Scarcity of victuals 

• Dissatisfaction among the men 

 

 

You received this newsletter because you are in the personal, business or school network of Rian Maartens, have 

been identified as someone potentially interested in the original European settlement in Cape Town, South Africa, 

have been referred by a friend or you have requested to receive a copy of this newsletter. Rest assured your data 

will never be shared!  

 

Source: Journal of Jan van Riebeeck, Volume 1 (1651-1655) 

Source of Extracts: Historical Publications Southern Africa - https://hipsa.org.za 

Edited and with an introduction and footnotes by H.B. Thom (Professor of History University of Stellenbosch)  

For Historical Publications Southern Africa (Formerly known as The Van Riebeeck Society) - https://hipsa.org.za  

Published by A.A Balkema, Cape Town, Amsterdam, 1952; Reproduced by SAGT-Media 2009; Copyright The Van 

Riebeeck Society, Cape Town, 1958 (Permission pending to send electronic version in better quality.)  

Portrait Source: Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam 

 

Versoek die Destydse Hollandse weergawe met Afrikaanse notas, hier. 

If you can’t wait for the monthly editions and rather want to read the full 3 volumes immediately, then you can 

purchase them at these links: 

• https://hipsa.org.za/e-books 

• www.amazon.com 

• www.loot.co.za 

• www.exclusivebooks.co.za 

 

 

 

 

Editor: Marissa Knibbs 

Tel: 021 975 2617 

E-mail: marissa@ipicgroup.com 

Final Words… 

DISCLAIMER:  
Ipic Education makes no representation and gives no warranty as to the accuracy of the information in this 
document and accepts no liability for any errors, misprints, or omission herein (whether negligent or otherwise). 
Ipic Education shall not be liable for any loss or damage whatsoever arising as a result of any person acting 
or refraining from acting in reliance on any information contained herein. Whilst every effort was made to 
ensure that the hyperlinks provided herein are live at the time of distribution, we cannot guarantee they will 
work because of human error on our side and changes by the hosting site where the links are made to. 

 

Next Edition… 

https://hipsa.org.za/
https://hipsa.org.za/
mailto:marissa@ipicgroup.com?subject=Afrikaanse%20/%20Hollandse%20weergawe
https://hipsa.org.za/e-books
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=journal+of+jan+van+riebeeck&crid=1LQFHMIQPWN3J&sprefix=journal+of+jan+van+riebee%2Caps%2C381&ref=nb_sb_noss
https://www.loot.co.za/search?cat=b&terms=journal+of+jan+van+riebeeck
https://www.exclusivebooks.co.za/search?expedite=&keyword=journal%20of%20jan%20van%20riebeeck

