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Finally, the men could move into the fort — only in the northern point, the Reiger, as this has
been raised and is in a complete state of defence. Lots of whales seen in the bay. No fresh
meat, but lots of fish caught to supplement the diet of only vegetables. Read all of this and
more in this Edition 7 of "Jan van Riebeeck: Monthly Journal” — written 370 years ago.
Welcome to all our new subscribers. Remember to forward a copy to your friends. If you
prefer the Old Dutch version with Afrikaans notes, request your copy here.

All the best,

Rian Maartens (Executive Editor)

This newsletter is extracted from:
"Journal kept by the senior merchant Jan Anthonissen van Riebeeck?, who sailed as commander with the ships
Drommedaris, Reijger and Goede Hoope? from Texel for Cabo De Boa Esperance, in the service of the General United

Dutch Chartered East India Company under the Chamber of Amsterdam3”

Who was Jan van Riebeeck and what is the source? See the detailed introduction here

1 -31 August 1652

AUGUST 1652

Primo The bay again full of whales; calm weather, favourable to growth and of
great benefit to the seed now being put into the soil. In the garden, which we are Summary:
beginning to restore, the soil is so extraordinarily fine and rich, and is so suitable for
being entrenched with the ditches we propose making, that with God’s blessing
there is no doubt it will prove to be exceedingly fertile. This is already shown to -
some extent by the fact that the seeds, which had been sown there previously and

e New garden laid
out

e Observation
regarding winds

had been inundated and scattered by the water, are coming up at random in several e Occupation of
places. Those especially which remained in the corners of some beds, such as cabbage fort
and marrow-peas, are sprouting beautifully, and some of it can still be saved. We e Failure to catch
hope that the turnips and carrots sown in the dry, sandy soil near the fort will also game
thrive and mature, which seems fairly likely at present. ¢ Meeting of the
Last night another soldier, named Albert Elders, died and was buried towards council
: e Abundance of
evening. .
fish caught

2nd In the morning cold, dry weather and strong wind from the S.E., but when
we ascended the rump of the Lion Mountain to-day, we saw clearly from there

the N.W. wind blowing from the sea against the S.E. wind in the bay, the one as
strong as the other. This observation conclusively proves that our record of the
winds in the bay does not agree with the winds which blow at sea outside the bay.»
This we have often assumed on account of the heavy seas usually rolling into the
bay from the N.W. at this time of the year. '
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INSIDE THE FORT Goede Hoope

3rd Wind in the bay S.E. as before, with quite pleasant weather. Once more many
whales in the bay; last night, close to the shore, they made a great hubbub, blowing
and behaving noisily.

This day we all moved from the beach to take up our abode inside the fort, as
the northern point, named the Reijger, has been raised a good 16 feet and is in a
complete state of defence. Also busy completing the southern point diagonally
opposite, and doing such work as still remains to be done.

To-day another soldier, named Daniel le Pla, died.

Sunday 4th Cold, windy weather from the W. with drifting clouds.

sth, 6th and 7th Fine, calm, sunny weather and many whales in the bay.

To-day, the ground having dried somewhat, we laid snares once more at the
Fresh River beside the Table Mountain for catching harts and eland, if possible.
For this purpose have had a small watch-house of reeds erected for the persons
who will watch there by day and by night.

8th Westerly wind and dark sky, followed towards evening by hard and heavy
downpours. Likewise on the

oth as a result of which the land was again under water and no animals could
be caught.

1oth Fine, bright sunshine and calm, warm weather but very cold at night and
in the morning.

To-day once more sowed some barley and carrots in the new garden, on which
we are working energetically. The wheat and peas which had been drowned and
washed away by the last heavy rains are shooting up in various places. A pity they
could not have remained where they were sown, but we hope to be able to protect
them better with a small dike and a ditch encircling them. On account of the
richness and suitability of the soil this is well justified, and it is to be hoped that
everything will grow well. As stated above this is already indicated by the seeds
which, washed away and scattered all over, have now sprung up at random and are
growing luxuriantly. -

After midnight it began to rain very heavily once more and to blow from the W.
Item on the

11th so that the yacht once again could scarcely remain at anchor. With these
N.W. winds she always lies off a leeshore, and it is therefore rather dangerous for
such a yacht to be lying here in the roadstead all the time merely for duties which
could be adequately performed by a pilot or dogger boat or other suitable craft.
Indeed, the yacht may well be spared if we find henceforth that she is not needed
here for any important work or assignments, which time will show us.
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This morning our men, who had been on watch at the Soete River to catch
deer, returned home to report that as the land was so flooded by the rain there was
no chance of getting anything, but that it was necessary to wait for the dry season.
We therefore told them to come home with all their implements.

12th Still wet, stormy, cold and windy weather from the W. Saw the eland and
harts in fair numbers grazing and running just beyond cannon shot from our fort,
but they are so wild that to our intense regret we cannot get near them; whatever
means we apply we cannot catch any at all. We have, moreover, obtained nothing
from the natives to date except—as already stated—one lean cow and a calf when
we first arrived at the beginning of April. Up to now, with all the hard work, we
have had to content ourselves with stale food and occasionally some Cape greens
and a little Dutch radish and salad, until such time as God our Lord will be pleased
to let us obtain some other and more food.

13th Weather and wind as before and many whales in the bay.

Summoned the Council to-day. Whereas the ships which departed from the
Fatherland in the spring are expected to arrive any day now, resolved to request
from them during their stay here as many labourers as they can spare without
interfering with the taking in of water, etc. It is hoped with such assistance the
sooner to bring the Company’s fortress here into a state of defence, and to take in
hand other necessary work for the benefit of the Hon. Company. Incidentally, it
will also prevent idleness among the sailors. Further it was resolved to requisition
some necessaries and victuals which are desperately needed and anything else
required here in the service of our Lords and Masters, as mentioned more fully in
the resolution of to-day’s date?.

14th Strong S.E. gale so that the yacht was in great danger of being driven from
the anchorage.

15th Fine weather and calm. Have again sown some wheat and turnips in the new
garden, in which we are working energetically and industriously every day in order
if possible to have some refreshments available by the time the return fleet arrives
from India, which may God grant. Amen.

16th Strong W. winds and rain showers, continuing all night as well as on the
17th and 18th with very stormy weather and many heavy hail showers, so that there
was little progress with the fortification works as the men could not really work
in the rain and hail. |

19th and 20th Favourable weather for the crops, with calm, cloudy sky. The green
peas sown last month are flourishing and beginning to blossom and some already
have choice young peas, so that there is every hope that they will be a success.
Likewise the marrow-peas, sown in several beds not long ago, are sprouting

1. See minutes of this council meeting, C. 1: Res., C. of P., 1651—1663, pp. 14—15. C.A.
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splendidly; but the blossoms of the large beans are all falling off, apparently the
result of the hail and the continuing cold weather, so we intend planting more and
experimenting throughout the year with a little of all the crops in different months
in order ultimately to gain experience of the best season for each.

21st Fine, warm, sunny, calm weather. Many whales in the bay.

To-day another soldier, named Jan Janssen of Swartsluijs?, died from the red
flux. There are still some in bed with this complaint and daily others are going
down with it. This is probably due to the greens one has to eat here for refreshment
instead of fresh meat which is not to be had. We still have to be satisfied with stale
food.

22nd, 23rd and 24th Good weather with variable but mostly W. winds; fairly cool.
Have again sown some green peas, Turkish beans, aniseed, fennel and wormwood
and also planted some medlars and quince pips alongside the furrows that have
been dug. When it becomes a little warmer also intend planting some orange pips
and apple pips which we brought from the Fatherland. Have also before now at
various times and places sown a lot of skirret and mustard seed which have not
come up; we surmise that the seed must have been spoilt as in the case of the chervil
and onions sown earlier.

Our supply of stockfish being exhausted, have thought it fit in future to catch
fresh fish and to supply that instead of stockfish in order to supplement the three
meals daily for as long as this heavy work continues. So went out fishing yesterday
and caught more than 400 large steenbras and about 2,000 harders which we salted
Would that cattle and sheep were also as abundantly available, for fresh meat would
put rather more heart into the men than fish. Hope, however, that, with the
approach of the summer season, the people from Saldania will soon put in an
appearance and will be disposed to trade with us. By that time we hope also to be
in a fair state of defence.

The barley and wheat sown in the new garden on the 1oth instant are beginning
to shoot up beautifully.

Sunday 25th Fine, sunny weather with gentle N.W. breeze; countless whales in
the bay. To-day for the third time gathered and ate about 20 turnips—sown on our
arrival here as an experiment in a small bed—and found them most delicate and at
least as good as they are in the Fatherland. Of these, as well as of carrots, we hope
to have a good supply by the time the return fleet arrives from India, as they have
already grown well in some beds and more land is being prepared daily which
will also be sown.

Caught a young hart with the dog to-day. It was still a suckling and tasted like
a young lambkin.

1. Swartsluijs (or Zwartsluis), a Dutch city on the Zwarte Water in the province of Overijsel.
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26th and 27th Idem, fine weather and wind; many whales in the bay.

28th Drizzly, dirty, rainy, cold weather; at noon it began to blow very hard
from the S.E. but at night it calmed down, with heavy downpours. Item on the

29th with a little S.W. wind until the afternoon, when the wind veered to N.
with very heavy rain and hail showers, so that the land was once more completely
inundated and looked like a sea. If we had not dug a ditch and made a little dike
round the new garden, it would once more have been submerged and all the crops
spoilt; these have now been saved by this measure.

3oth Still the same wet and dirty weather with strong W. wind.

315t Reasonably good weather until evening when it started blowing very hard
from the W. again, continuing throughout the night with very heavy hail and rain
showers.

Next Edition...

August 1652

Highlights to look forward to:

e First green peas gathered o Discovery of arable land and good pastures
e Joost van der Laeck insults the Commander e Desertion of four men

e Van Riebeeck visits Robben Island e Scarcity of victuals

e Dates carved on trees o Dissatisfaction among the men

Final Words...

You received this newsletter because you are in the personal, business or school network of Rian Maartens, have

been identified as someone potentially interested in the original European settlement in Cape Town, South Africa,
have been referred by a friend or you have requested to receive a copy of this newsletter. Rest assured your data

will never be shared!

Source: Journal of Jan van Riebeeck, Volume 1 (1651-1655)

Source of Extracts: Historical Publications Southern Africa - https://hipsa.org.za

Edited and with an introduction and footnotes by H.B. Thom (Professor of History University of Stellenbosch)
For Historical Publications Southern Africa (Formerly known as The Van Riebeeck Society) - https://hipsa.org.za
Published by A.A Balkema, Cape Town, Amsterdam, 1952; Reproduced by SAGT-Media 2009; Copyright The Van
Riebeeck Society, Cape Town, 1958 (Permission pending to send electronic version in better quality.)

Portrait Source: Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam

Versoek die Destydse Hollandse weergawe met Afrikaanse notas, hier.

If you can't wait for the monthly editions and rather want to read the full 3 volumes immediately, then you can
purchase them at these links:
e https://hipsa.org.za/e-books
e www.amazon.com
e www.loot.co.za
e www.exclusivebooks.co.za
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